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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claim 21 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Tooker (US 5,417,797) and Reckziegel (US 4,984,949). 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Tooker 
(US 5,417,797) in view of Reckziegel (US 4,984,949). 

Tooker discloses (see Fig 1 , column 2, line 61 -column 3, line 13) an apparatus for 
feeding a treating agent onto a moving surface (book block) comprising: a feed 
apparatus (source 16) having at least one feed chamber, the feed chamber having at 
least one inlet opening for the treating agent and at least one outlet opening for the 
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treating agent (PUR) ; at least one nozzle plate (18) which communicate with the at 
least one outlet opening of the at least one feed chamber; at least one downwards 
sloping inclined surface (trough 22) positioned to receive the downwards moving jet of 
treating agent from the hole in the at least one nozzle plate, the at least one inclined 
surface forming a downwards sloping flow path on which an even laminar treating agent 
flow may be formed, the at least one inclined surface having portions forming a 
lowermost edge (see Fig 1); and an applicator rod (roller 12) forming a cylindrical 
surface, the applicator rod mounted for rotation so that the cylindrical surface also 
rotates and positioned such that the lowermost edge of the at least one inclined surface 
rests against the cylindrical surface, wherein the cylindrical surface is in contact with the 
moving surface. Tooker lacks teaching a plurality of holes forming downwardly moving 
jets of treating agent. However, it is well known in the art to use a plurality of holes 
forming jets of coating agent depending the size of the substrate. For instance 
Reckziegel discloses a multi-hole nozzles for application of PUR melt adhesive over 
thicker, high-volume papers. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a plurality of holes in Tooker 
depending the increased thickness of the substrate. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 22-23 are allowed. 
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6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: see reasons 
for allowance of claims 22-23 on the action mailed on 10/05/2005. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yewebdar T. Tadesse whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1238. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4: 30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 87. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




